
 

30 August 2016 

 

 

Bill O'Leary 

National President, NZDA 

b.f.oleary@xtra.co.nz  

 

 

Dear Mr O'Leary 

KAWEKA EAST TB OPERATION - 2016 

This letter is to update you on progress with the Kaweka East TB operation.  

It follows our previous correspondence after our recent engagements for public, landholder and land user consultation on 

the proposed Kaweka operation in mid-July.   

OSPRI began its consultation for Kaweka East starting with user groups (defined as those affected by the proposal either in 

terms of land ownership or land and recreational use) in December 2015. OSPRI engaged a range of individuals, 

organisations and the general public to discuss the proposed North Island operations. Within those discussions we explained 

the reasons for seeking to control bovine TB, the basis for Government and industry investment in the programme, the 

science behind the disease and its spread between livestock and wildlife species and why control was now occurring in some 

areas that had previously been untreated. From that consultation process OPSRI received an array of feedback, mainly over 

the April/May period 2016, which focused mainly on the timing of the operation, the basis for controlling TB, how TB is 

determined to be present and the expectations of individuals around consultation.  

There were approximately 65 submissions provided by interested parties and OSPRI provided a response directly in the form 

of written correspondence in July. In our response, we also provided a summary of the common themes of the submissions 

we received and OSPRI’s resultant actions intended to respond to these issues or considerations. Our response included 

postponing of the Kaweka East operation to enable further undertaking of the hunting season for recreational users of the 

region, the utilisation of deer repellant to ensure risks to wild sika deer were mitigated, and the undertaking to progress 

with further consultations in the region for future operations in order to address the questions relating to TB eradication and 

the incidence of TB in the area.   

Despite these changes resulting from the consultation we have been further engaged by a range of individuals including the 

Game Animal Council and the Department of Conservation around the need for greater consultation. 

As a result of these recent discussions and the earlier concerns of individuals in the community, I have decided that OSPRI 

will not proceed with the Kaweka East operation this calendar year. The operation will now be added to the aerial 

operations planned in 2017 and we will be seeking to review the methodology for the operation to ensure its 

appropriateness and practicality in achieving the eradication goals of the TB programme, alongside undertaking consultation 

from late this 2016 year onwards to discuss the proposal with land owners and land users in the area.  

In practical terms, this will mean consultation will start again later this year for Kaweka East and it will now be proposed that 

it be included with the operations to the south of Kaweka East planned for 2017 – please see attached map. You will be 

advised of the schedule of events for purposes of consultation and be invited to participate. Consultation will also include 

correspondence to affected parties, meetings with individual groups and the hosting of information events, similar to those 
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that were held for the Kaweka East operation this year. We will be taking into account the need for greater coverage in our 

information sessions on the basis for the TB programme, the incidence of TB and how operations are planned and managed 

for TB eradication.  

Of importance to note is that the TB Plan has recently undergone a national review, supported by a governance group 

comprising Government, primary industry sectors and a range of technical and scientific agencies. The outcome of this 

review was a recommendation to the Minister for Primary Industries for a new TB Plan that had the significant objective of 

full eradication of bovine TB from New Zealand by 2055. Two key milestones in meeting this objective were the obtaining of 

freedom from TB in livestock by 2026, and freedom from TB in possums by 2040. The investment committed by the range of 

investors averages $60m per year for the next 15 years. The combined outcomes for New Zealand from the intensive pest 

control add up to a significant biodiversity and biosecurity benefit. For further information go to: www.tbplanreview.co.nz.  

In a range of national consultations around the country earlier this year hosted by the review governance group, it was 

noted that a key difference between the new TB Plan and the approach taken to date is the shift in objective to eradicate TB. 

This means the monitoring, surveillance and control activities may now be required to be applied to land areas that have 

never had TB control undertaken before. Accordingly this is a new engagement activity with some communities and 

recreation users in relation to TB control for New Zealand, including the need for future control activities in a number of 

significant land areas of the Central North Island.   

While deferring this operation to 2017 is not an ideal outcome for OSPRI, we have taken this decision to ensure that we can 

effectively engage with land owners and land users towards obtaining support for the TB eradication activities. 

OSPRI, as the management agency for the TB programme on behalf of Government and industry, recognises the need to 

ensure that we consult and take account of the views of the community so that impacts on land owners and users are 

minimised and also that the impacts on wildlife, environment and biodiversity are managed while the operations for TB 

eradication are implemented over time.   

If you have any further questions about the information in this letter or on operations please contact OSPRI staff for this. We 

look forward to discussing the proposed future TB programme with you further later this year.  

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Michelle Edge 

Chief Executive
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